
Bullion Lane Primary School 
Medium Term Plan for History 

Year: 1/2 Cycle: A Term: Summer 1 

Topic:   What were phones like in the past? Changes in living memory, aspects of national life 

Knowledge  
Objective: To find out about phones in the past. 
Intro: What do children know about phones and about the history of phones? When did everyone 
start carrying mobiles?  
Main: Look at power point of the history of phones. Discuss children’s opinions and knowledge. What 
do they look like? Look at pictures of old phones and handle old phones that are no longer in use. 
Mixed ability groups: Look at pictures of phones and old phones and think about what the phones 
could do.  
P: draw and label phones in the past.  What can children find out by talking to parents?  
Objective: Can I investigate how phones are used? 
Can I look at the differences between the way they were used a few years ago and the way they are 
used now? 
Intro: What do children know about phones and about the history of phones? When did everyone 
start carrying mobiles? Recap the power point. What can children find out by talking to parents?  
Main: Discuss what children know about the history of phones. Discuss children’s opinions and 
knowledge.  
LA: To write sentences about the history of phones with some support.  
Objective: To find out about phones in the past and in the future. 
Intro: What did children find out about phones? Share phones / pictures / ideas from home.  
Main: Discuss children’s opinions and knowledge.  
Mixed ability groups: Write about / draw what we have found out.  
P: This is our living past and also our future! How do children think phones are going to change next?  
Look at current developments happening now.  
MA SC: / HA SC: To write sentences about the history and future of phones. 
Objective: To think about how phones can be used safely and responsibly  
(internet safety, road safety and appropriate usage.)  
Look at pictures of situations where phones have been used dangerously or inappropriately. Talk 
about their use of phones and the use of phones by people around them.  
Role play situations where phones have been useful and when phones have been used 
inappropriately. What can we learn from all this?  
MA SC: / HA SC: Children write about using phones carefully.  
LA SC: Children write about using phones carefully with support. 

Skills 
*Sequence artefacts closer together in time – 
check with reference book. 
*Sequence photographs etc. from different 
periods of their life. 
*Describe memories of key events in their 
lives. 
*Recognise why people did things, why 
events happened and what happened as a 
result. 
*Identify differences between ways of life at 
different times. 
*Compare 2 versions of a past event. 
*Compare pictures or photographs of people 
or events in the past. 
*Discuss reliability of 
photos/accounts/stories. 
*use a source – observe or handle sources to 
answer questions about the past on the basis 
of simple observations. 
*Communicate their knowledge through: 
Discussion … 
Drawing pictures … 
Drama/role play … 
Making models … 
Writing … 
Using ICT … 

Vocabulary 
Old 

New 
Past 

Present 
Future 
Same 

Different 
Compare 

Telephone 
Handles 

Dials 
Wire  

Investigate 
Photographs  

Artefact 
Change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


