
Bullion Lane Primary School 
Medium Term Plan for Geography 

 

Year: 3/4 Cycle: A Term: Summer 1 

Topic: Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

Knowledge 
 

LO: What is under the Earth’s surface? 
Activity: children make their own Earth showing 
the different layers of the planet 
 
LO: How are volcanoes formed? 
Activity: children create their own volcanoe 
model from paper 
 
LO: How do volcanoes affect people’s lives? 
Activity: children research where volcanoes are 
erupting now and plot a world map (class) 
 
LO: What causes earthquakes and how are they 
measures? 
Activity: children create their own table top 
earthquake and record  using their own 
seismometer  
 
LO: What causes Tsunamis and how does it affect 
people? 
Activity: Create a survival kit for leaving your 
home (what would you take with you?) 
 
LO: What causes tornadoes and what effects 
they have? 
Activity: Make own tornado create a news 

Skills 
Geographical enquiry 
Year 3  
*Begin to ask/initiate geographical questions. 
*Use non-fiction books, stories, atlases, pictures/photos and the internet as 
sources of information. 
*Investigate places and themes at more than one scale. 
*Begin to collect and record evidence. 
*Analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions, e.g. make comparisons 
between two locations using photos/pictures, temperatures in different 
locations. 
Year 4 
*Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas. 
*Extend to satellite images, aerial photographs. 
*Investigate places and themes at more than one scale. 
*Collect and record evidence with some aid. 
*Analyse evidence and draw conclusions, e.g. make comparisons between 
locations photos/pictures/maps. 
 
Direction/location 
Year 3 
*Use 4 compass points to follow/give directions. 
*Use letter/numbered co-ordinates to locate features on a map. 
Year 4 
*Use 4 compass points well. 
*Begin to use 8 compass points. 
*Use letter / numbered co-ordinates to locate features on a map 
confidently. 

Vocabulary 
 

Topsoil, subsoil, 
bedrock, crust, 

mantle, outer core, 
inner core, magma. 

 
Volcano, eruption, 
main vent, crater, 

chamber 
 

Active, dormant, 
extinct. 

 
Epicentre, shock 
wave, magnitude 

(power/ strength), 
Richter, Mercalli. 

Earthquake 
Seismometer 
Richter scale 

 
Tsunami 
Tornado 

 
 
 
 



bulleting about the aftermath of a tornado 
 

Drawing Maps 
Year 3 
*Try to make a map of a short route experienced, with features in correct 
order. 
*Try to make a simple scale drawing. 
Year 4 
*Make a map of a short route experienced with features in the correct 
order. 
*Make a simple scale drawing. 
 
Representation 
Year 3  
*Know why a key is needed. 
*Use standard symbols. 
Year 4 
*Know why a key is needed. 
*Begin to recognise symbols on an OS map. 
 
Using Maps 
Year 3 
*Locate places on larger scale maps, e.g. map of Europe. 
*Follow a route on a map with some accuracy (e.g. whilst orienteering). 
Year 4 
*Locate places on large scale maps, e.g. find UK or India on the globe. 
*Follow a route on a large scale map. 
 
Scale/distance 
Year 3 
*Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find same boundaries of a country on 
different scale maps). 
Year 4 
*Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find the same boundary of a county on 
different scale maps). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Perspective 
Year 3 
*Begin to draw a sketch map from a high view point. 
Year 4 
*Draw a sketch map from a high view point. 
 
Map Knowledge  
Year 3 
*Begin to identify points on maps A, B and C. 
Year 4 
*Begin to identify significant places and environments. 
 
Style of Map 
Year 3 
*Use large scale OS maps. 
Year 4 
*Use large and medium scale OS maps.  
*Use junior atlases. 
 
 

 


