
Bullion Lane Primary School 
Medium Term Plan for Geography 

 

Year: 4/5 Cycle: Stand alone Term: SUMMER 2 

Topic: MAP SKILLS 

Knowledge 
 

Year 4 
To be able to plan a journey from my city using 

the 8 points of a compass.  
To be able to use ordinance survey maps for 

Local area and identify key features.  
To be able to identify the Equator, Northern and 

Southern hemispheres on a globe. 
 To be able to find the countries and main cities 
in the UK and to explain the difference between 

the British Isles, Great Britain and the UK 
 

Year 5 
To be able to use 4 figure grid reference to 

navigate ordinance survey maps.  
To be able to use digital mapping technology to 

find physical features of an area.  
To be able to understand scale factor. 

 To be able to identify the position of the 
Northern and Southern Hemisphere, Equator, 

Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn.  
Using a map, I can locate the world’s continents. 

Skills 
Geographical enquiry 
Year 4 
*Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas. 
*Extend to satellite images, aerial photographs. 
*Investigate places and themes at more than one scale. 
*Collect and record evidence with some aid. 
*Analyse evidence and draw conclusions, e.g. make comparisons between 
locations photos/pictures/maps. 
Year 5 
*Begin to suggest questions for investigating. 
*Begin to use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their 
investigations. 
*Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and 
distant places. 
*Collect and record evidence unaided. 
*Analyse evidence and draw conclusions, e.g. compare historical maps of 
varying scales e.g. temperature of various locations – influence on 
people/everyday life. 
 
Direction/location 
Year 4 
*Use 4 compass points well. 
*Begin to use 8 compass points. 
*Use letter / numbered co-ordinates to locate features on a map 
confidently. 
Year 5 
*Use 8 compass points. 

Vocabulary 
 
 

Compass 
North 
East  

South  
West 

Equator 
Features 

Hemisphere 
Grid 
Map 

Ordinance 
Key 

Scale 
Tropics 

Continents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Begin to use 4 figure co-ordinates to locate features on a map. 
 
Drawing Maps 
Year 4 
*Make a map of a short route experienced with features in the correct 
order. 
*Make a simple scale drawing. 
Year 5 
*Begin to draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data. 
 
Representation 
Year 4 
*Know why a key is needed. 
*Begin to recognise symbols on an OS map. 
Year 5 
*Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key. 
*Use/recognise OS map symbols. 
 
Using Maps 
Year 4 
*Locate places on large scale maps, e.g. find UK or India on the globe. 
*Follow a route on a large scale map. 
Year 5 
*Compare maps with aerial photographs. 
*Select a map for a specific purpose, e.g. pick an atlas to find Japan, use an 
OS map to find a local village. 
*Begin to use atlases to find out about other features of places (e.g. find the 
wettest part of the world). 
 
Scale/distance 
Year 4 
*Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find the same boundary of a county on 
different scale maps). 

 
 
 
 



Year 5 
*Measure straight line distance on a plan. 
*Find/recognise places on maps of different scales, e.g. river Nile. 
 
Perspective 
Year 4 
*Draw a sketch map from a high view point. 
Year 5 
*Draw a plan view map with some accuracy. 
 
Map Knowledge  
Year 4 
*Begin to identify significant places and environments. 
Year 5 
*Identify significant places and environments. 
 
Style of Map 
Year 4 
*Use large and medium scale OS maps.  
*Use junior atlases. 
Year 5 
*Use the index and contents page within an atlas. 
 
 

 


