
Bullion Lane Primary School 
Medium Term Plan for Science 

 

Year: 4/5 Cycle: Stand alone Term: SUMMER 1 

Topic: SOUND 

Knowledge 
 
Good Vibrations  
To identify how sounds are made, associating 
some of them with something vibrating, by 
identifying and explaining sound sources around 
school. 
 
Hearing Sounds  
To identify how sounds are made, associating 
some of them with something vibrating, by 
performing a dramatisation of how sounds 
travel. To find patterns between the volume of a 
sound and the strength of the vibrations that 
produced it, by performing a dramatisation of 
how sounds travel. To recognise that vibrations 
from sounds travel through a medium to the ear, 
by performing a dramatisation of how sounds 
travel. 
 
Higher and Lower 
 To recognise that vibrations from sounds travel 
through a medium to the ear, by exploring how 
high and low sounds are created. To find 
patterns between the pitch of a sound and 
features of the object that produced it, by 
exploring and creating musical instruments, and 
explaining how they change pitch 

Skills 
Working scientifically 

• Ask relevant questions and use different types of scientific enquires 
to answer them 

• Set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests 

• Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, 
take accurate measurements using standard units, using a wide 
range of equipment, including thermometers and data loggers 

• Gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of ways to help 
in answering questions 

• Record findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled 
diagrams, keys, bar charts and tables 

• Report findings from enquiries, including oral and written 
explanations, displays or presentation of results and conclusions 

• Use results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new 
values, suggest improvements and raise further questions 

• Identify differences, similarities or changes related to simple 
scientific ideas and processes 

• Use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to 
support their findings 

 
SOUND: 
Pupils should be taught to: 
 

• identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with 
something vibrating 

Vocabulary 
 

sound  
source  
vibrate 

 vibration travel 
pitch (high/low) 

volume  
faint 
 Loud 
quiet 

insulation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
String Telephone  
To recognise that sounds get fainter as the 
distance from the sound source increases, by 
exploring how sounds change over distance. To 
recognise that vibrations from sounds travel 
through a medium to the ear, by making string 
telephones 
 
Soundproofing  
To recognise that vibrations from sounds travel 
through a medium to the ear, by investigating 
the best material for absorbing sound 
 
Making Music  
To recognise that vibrations from sounds travel 
through a medium to the ear, by making a 
musical instrument and explaining how it works. 
To find patterns between the pitch of a sound 
and features of the object that produced it, by 
making a musical instrument and explaining how 
it works 

• recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to 
the ear 

• find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the 
object that produced it 

• find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the 
vibrations that produced it 

• recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound 
source increases 

 


